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Dear Friends, 

October is a month when we celebrate Thanksgiving. I have been so
blessed and should be much more thankful. Everyday God brings His grace
and mercy upon me. I have been noticing how many verses or songs on the
Christian radio as I come and go to the office, are a reminder to me that I am
a sheep of the Good Shepherd. I don’t know why God would have opened my
heart to salvation (when there are only a handful of my immediate family that
are God’s sheep). Our pastor shared from Ps 100 on Thanksgiving Sunday. I
love  v3 - “ Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we
are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.”

One special bless, this morning, was listening to my 8 yr old granddaughter on goggle chat.
My daughter uses a Christian curriculum to home-school and they were reciting a Bible verse
together. Then the conversation turned to how we need to be prepared for the soon return of
Jesus Christ. It thrills my heart to hear them.  

Another blessing this fall has been the beautiful autumn colors. Our loving Saviour is the Best
Artist. I was not looking forward to the long driving from PA to the Western Field Conference at
Gull Lake AB. It actually was very enjoyable as the fields were golden and the leaves were
turning. It was a day when the water was so blue. We were so blessed to be with many whom we
had not seen for several years. The speaker was also excellent.  We were able to attend a
wedding the weekend after the conference, so we chose to go to AB instead of the conference in
MB later in Sept.  Blessings upon blessings. 

Some of you get our email updates and know that Gilbert had surgery in May for droopy
eyelids that were beginning to affect his vision. Shortly after that he was very sick for three
weeks with an infection (not from the eyes) and lost a lot of weight. He was diagnosed with a
bilateral hernia which they will repair when he has gained enough weight back. His health
slowed him up but he has made 3 outreach trips into the Dene communities in May (N MB), Sept
(NE SK) and Oct (N AB and the NT). He was able to get into schools as well as homes to
distribute Child Evangelism lessons and DVD, as well as Bible and Jesus DVDs. We pray that the
materials will be used for God’s glory to bring people to eternal life. We are so thankful for the
NCEM pilots and others who were willing to leave their families and go on these trips. You can
see a video of the Sept trip at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_AD6ekejoU  One of the NCEM
missionaries who went on the trip put it together.  Gilbert will have another trip by truck either
late in Nov or Dec into NW SK. You may have heard on the news that the chief, Norma Cataract
in Gilbert’s home community of Buffalo River Dene Nation declared a state of emergency
because of the gangs. This community will be one that Gilbert will go into later this year. There
is so much evil all around us and the only solution is to accept God’s invitation for new life
through His gift of the sacrifice of His Only Begotten Son. John 3:16,17. Thank you so much for
giving to NCEM and our missionary support so that these trips can happen. 

A jail ministry at the women’s correctional opened for one month, May,
and since then, we have not been able to get in. We are praying for this
ministry to open and for the girls in the institution. There are reasons which
we are not given why they shut the doors to volunteers. 



We were so excited to see that PRBC could have 6 weeks of onsite Bible Camp. This
included a three day camp for 7-10 yr olds, which was a new endeavor. God
provided. The attendance was good. There were those who took the 
Leaders in Training program. I heard that they were very pleased with the
weekly staff as well. The new dining hall/chapel building was used all
summer. There are still a few areas to complete. The re-energizer weekend
is October 28-30 when teen campers and the LITs are invited back. We ask
prayer for that upcoming event. Our son Ian and our grandson Dylan are
planning to go. Ian was a cabin leader, Dylan was a LIT and Elaena and Landyn were
campers for one week this past summer.  Check out the you tube videos of the summer as
well as Pine Ridge Bible Camp facebook.  

When Gilbert is home in PA, he continues to be on the phone to
continue to build relationships and disciple people across the North. He
has been live on the radio in the CBC station in Yellowknife. Praise the
Lord the Christian lady who was let go has been rehired. He is also on
MBC radio in La Ronge sometimes. On both radio stations he shares in his
Dene language. He worked with another NCEM missionary to write his
story for a book. It is in the editing stage and will be published. 

Christina has somewhat settled into life without the chance of relocation. The end of
May, the judge decided to not grant her request. She was confident that God’s will would
be done and so that was easier for all of us. Please pray for the ongoing contact that the
youngest two have with their father. He has a job now so the contact is on Sat and the
girls are used to having their Saturdays after a week of school with their mom and sisters.
They realize that they really have no choice but that is not an easy thing for a 6 & 8 yr old
when they feel like they do not have a say. We are looking forward to going to N Ireland
but we don’t know when. 

We enjoyed a week in Aug traveling to BC with Ian and family. It was hectic but we
made memories. Ian still has the youngest two of his children every other week and we try
to spend the week with them as we are able. It is not easy for children to be going back
and forth. We are so thankful that both Ian and Christina are trying to raise their children
to live for God. Sadly both of their spouses do not always support that. God knows and we
continue to pray for them as well as for Patricia and her family. 

I still come to the office to do what I can every other week. There are
always different opportunities. We are going through a change in our Quick
Books system so I ask you to pray that it would be a smooth transition. Our
fiscal year ends Dec 31st so we would like to
have it working well by then. God has provided

several interns that are helping in the office. 
Gilbert and I would not be able to continue in what we

believe God wants us to do without you. We appreciate the
prayers and encouragement that you are to us. We will
continue to do what we can [but slower and less some
days :)] to share what God says and what He has done for
us. Thank you. 

 In Christ’s Service
   Gilbert & Laura Bekkatla


